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ASPECT

Bernard Comrie
» Isitongoing ? (based on Jens Holt)

» Isitover?
» Isitrepeated ?

» Isitincluded in another situation ?
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| fsleptforanbou:
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Th

 Fslopt(well) yestercy.

) {
Yesterday

» Same verb

» Same tense

» Different
Interpretations
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» Same verb

» Same tense

» Same duration

» Different
Interpretations
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» Same preposition

August
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» Different
Interpretations
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To summarise :

» Aspectis a complex procedure :
» Various interpretations
» Few explicit markers

» Yet there is evidence of a simpler underlying structure :
» Unconscious processing for a native speaker...

» ...even for children



Francais & Anglais

je vais mangerune minute
| will eat in a minute

Anglais « Francais «

| will eat in a minute

je vais mangerune minute

© O
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Limit the number No “recursive” Limit the number
of attributes structures of operations
Limit the number of Limit the complexity

values per attribute of the instructions
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STARTING WITH A SENTENCE...

- Shosleptduringtheshow.




DIG

PRESENTING OUR MODEL
STARTING WITH A SENTENCE...

- Shosleptduringtheshow.

she

slept
during
the
show
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PRESENTING OUR MODEL
STARTING WITH A SENTENCE...
» she » _simplepast
» slept » sleep
» during » » during
» the » the
» show » show
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PRESENTING OUR MODEL
STARTING WITH A SENTENCE...
» she » _simplepast » [?,2,2,7
» slept » sleep
» during » » during
» the » the
» show » show
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PRESENTING OUR MODEL
AIS (ASPECTUAL INFORMATION STRUCTURE)
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AIS : VIEWPOINT

 SIE
 —

Leave the house
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AIS : VIEWPOINT

Leave the house
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AIS : VIEWPOINT
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PRESENTING OUR MODEL
AIS : ANCHORING

e 30 minutes -

*

Yesterday
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PRESENTING OUR MODEL
AIS : ANCHORING

= |

Yesterday 8 o'clock
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AIS : EXAMPLES
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BACK TO THE SENTENCE...
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PRESENTING OUR MODEL
OPERATIONS

(AIS 1 and AIS 2
syntactically compatible)
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PRESENTING OUR MODEL
OPERATIONS : (TOPOLOGICAL) MAPS

Separation Simultaneity Inclusion
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OPERATIONS : MAPS : SEPARATION

Separation

Show ‘ Sleep
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OPERATIONS : MAPS : SEPARATION
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PRESENTING OUR MODEL
OPERATIONS : MAPS : SIMULTANEITY

Simultaneity

Sleep

-

30 minutes
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OPERATIONS : MAPS : SIMULTANEITY
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PRESENTING OUR MODEL
OPERATIONS : MAPS : INCLUSION

Inclusion

Eat a cake

-

Show
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OPERATIONS : MAPS : INCLUSION
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OPERATIONS : PREDICATION
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OPERATIONS : PREDICATION
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PRESENTING OUR MODEL
OPERATIONS : PREDICATION

Predication = Attitude, Pertinence,...

(Context : she never sleeps during the day...?)
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PRESENTING OUR MODEL
OPERATIONS : PREDICATION

Predication = Attitude, Pertinence,...

(Context : she didn’t sleep today because...?)
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OPERATIONS : PREDICATION

Predication
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OPERATIONS : PREDICATION




DIG

PRESENTING OUR MODEL
BACK AGAIN TO THE SENTENCE...
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PRESENTING OUR MODEL
BACK AGAIN TO THE SENTENCE...

N

INCLUSION OR
SIMULTANEITY

v v v v w
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RESULTS



[ ..in 2020, ..during one minute. | _.during the show. _
She ate Inclusion Simultaneity Inclusion

v
She ate Inclusion Simultaneity Inclusion

She had Inclusion Simultaneity /Inclusion
lunch

She took || Inclusion Inclusion
a bite...

(from a

cake)...




_l ...en 2020. | ...pendant une minute. | ...pendant le spectacle.

Elle mangea | Inclusion Simultaneity Inclusion
du giteau... -__
Elle mangea || Inclusion Simultaneity Inclusion

Elle mangea | Inclusion Simultaneity /Inclusion
Elle gotita Inclusion Inclusion




|
|
E—O(&E). | Incwsion | Inclusion

| howon | hwor
WI
®. | Incusin | Inclusin

| nclusion | Inclusion
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» A parsimonious and minimalist approach is possible !
» Promising results in French and English...
» ...butalsoin Chinese

» Applications:
» Translation
» Content analysis
» Complementary unit for NLP
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“OXFORD COMMA™

Oxford Comma Dispute Is
Settled as Maine Drivers Get
$5 Million

J

DAIRY

The natural goodyes

Oakhurst Dairy trucks at the family-owned, independent
dairy in Portland, Me. A settlement put a period on the
case. Pat Wellenbach/Associated Press

f O v

By Daniel Victor

Feb. 9, 2018

The case began in 2014, when three truck
drivers sued the dairy for what they said was
four years’ worth of overtime pay they had
been denied. Maine law requires time-and-a-
half pay for each hour worked after 40 hours,
but it carved out exemptions for:

The canning, processing, preserving, freezing,
drying, marketing, storing, packing for
shipment or distribution of:

(1) Agricultural produce;
(2) Meat and fish products; and
(3) Perishable foods.

What followed the last comma in the first
sentence was the crux of the matter: “packing
for shipment or distribution of.” The court
ruled that it was not clear whether the law
exempted the distribution of the three
categories that followed, or if it exempted
packing for the shipment or distribution of
them.
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